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The new phase RbUSb0.33Te6 is described. The structure of
RbUSb0.33Te6 is acentric and trigonal (space group P3) with
in5nite [UTe6]

22 columns running along the c axis. The struc-
ture has straight [UTe6]

62 columns in which the U atoms adopt
distorted tri-capped trigonal prisms. The central axis in the
[UTe6]

22 columns is de5ned by a row of U atoms 4.064 (1) As
apart, i.e., a metal 99wire:: seethed with what appear to be three
in5nite zig-zag Te chains. The crystals, however, exhibit a super-
structure that results in a rhombohedral space group which is
9 times larger (asuper 5 JJ3asub, bsuper 5 JJ3bsub, csuper 5 3csub) than
that of the ideal P3 structure. The superstructure is caused by
a periodic modulation of Te+Te distances in the zig-zag chains.
The almost equal Te+Te distances in the in5nite chains are in
fact dimers, trimers, and pentamers. The material is a narrow
gap semiconductor with a room temperature electrical conduct-
ivity of &40 S/cm. ( 2001 Academic Press

Key Words: tellurium chains; polytelluride; superstructure;
Peierls distortion; actinides.

The distinguishing feature of Te, vis a vis its lighter
congeners (i.e., S and Se), is its propensity to form Te2Te
interactions beyond the normal catenation property of
forming covalent Te}Te bonds (at (2.8 As ) (1). This occurs
through long-range lone-pair/lone-pair interactions to give
extended even in"nite aggregates. The lone-pair interactions
are thought to be relativistic in nature and are de"ned by
short Te2Te distances in the 2.8 to 3.5 As range (2). These
distances are too short to be considered van der Waals type
and too long to be viewed as single bonds, yet they allow
electronic delocalization between the Te atoms. The vast
majority of compounds with Te2Te interactions contain
square nets as for example LnTe

3
, LnTe

3
(3), KBa

2
Ag

3
Te

6
(4), UTe

3
(5), CsCe

3
Te

8
(6), KCuCeTe

4
(7), and Cs

3
Te

22
(8).

However, other unusual motifs such as in"nite networks are
encountered in NaTe

3
(9), CsTe

4
(10), Cs

4
Te

28
(11), RbTe

5
(12), RbTe

6
(13), and (Et

4
N)

2
Te

12
(14). The square nets are
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unstable and present elaborate structural distortions
brought about by the aforementioned long Te2Te interac-
tions. Interest in these polytelluride compounds stems from
the need to understand these distortions and their causes
since they invariably a!ect the observed physical properties.
Such phenomena, common in two-dimensional nets (15, 16),
are not generally observed in one-dimensional Te chains.

Here we describe the novel compound RbUSb
0.33

Te
6

that exhibits Te2Te interactions resulting in what appear
to be in"nite zig-zag chains.

The structure of RbUSb
0.33

Te
6

(17a) is acentric and trig-
onal with in"nite [UTe

6
]2~ columns running along the

c axis (Fig. 1A). There exist two crystallographically unique
U atoms in the [UTe

6
]6~ columns and both U1 and U2

adopt distorted tri-capped trigonal prisms (see Fig. 1B). The
[UTe

6
]2~ columns form as the trigonal prisms of U1 and

U2 share triangular faces (Fig. 1C). The distortion in the
prisms is mainly due to the position of the capping Te
atoms: instead of being exactly in the middle of the rectan-
gular face they lie closer to the apex Te atoms to form
Te2Te interactions (3.0}3.3 As ). This causes the local envi-
ronment to bear resemblance to a pinwheel (see Fig. 1C).
Since the distortion occurs in opposite directions for U1 and
U2, the former can be considered a right-handed pinwheel
and the latter a left-handed pinwheel, thus being chiral
images to each other (the two would rotate in the wind in
opposing directions!).

The central axis in the [UTe
6
]2~ columns is de"ned by

a row of U atoms 4.064(1) As apart, i.e., a metal &&wire''
seethed with three in"nite zig-zag Te chains. Each chain
has Te atoms with alternating bent (Te1 and Te3) and linear
coordination (Te2 and Te4) (Fig. 1D). The average Te2Te
distance of 3.06 As is longer than normal Te}Te single bonds,
found in elemental Te (2.83 As ), or in the isolated ditelluride
bonds, (Te

2
)2~ of Rb

2
Te

2
(2.78 As ) (18). Based on the funda-

mental valence shell electron pair repulsion (VSEPR) the-
ory, the oxidation state of the bent Te atoms can be assigned
as Te0 and the linear Te atoms as Te2~ (see Scheme 1).
Therefore, the chains in RbUSb

0.33
Te

6
can be viewed as

reduced versions of those in elemental Te by replacing every
0022-4596/01 $35.00
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FIG. 1. (A) The structure of RbUSb
0.33

Te
6

viewed down the c axis; (B) the one-dimensional UTe
6

column composed of tri-capped trigonal prisms
sharing triangular faces. Projection of the column along the c axis is shown in box. The U}Te distances vary from 3.129(3) to 3.178(3) As . (C) coordination
environment of U(1) and U(2) atoms looking down the c-axis the pinwheel resemblance is clear; (D) the observed in"nite zig-zag Te chain with bond
distances (As ) and angles ( 3 ). Projection along the c axis is shown in the box; (E) arrangement of Sb and Rb atoms along the c axis.
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other Te0 atom with a linearly coordinated Te2~ atom.
Alternatively, the chains can be perceived as a simple poly-
merization of Te~1 ions.

The Sb and Rb atoms occur in a sequence of
}Sb(2)}Sb(1)}Rb(1)}, along the c axis and bridge the
[UTe
6
]2~ columns (see Fig. 1E). All Sb atoms are stabilized

in trigonal pyramidal sites, but they appear disordered with
a Sb(1)}Sb(2) distance of 2.23(5) As , which is too short to
allow both Sb(1) and Sb(2) to be present at the same time
(19). The sum of all Sb site occupancies, re"ned without any



SCHEME 1.

MODULATIONS IN CHAINS OF RbUSb
0.33

Te
6
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constraint, adds up to 0.33 equiv., which is the exact value
needed to balance the charge as Rb`U4`(Sb3`)

0.33
(Te

6
)6~.

The structure of RbUSb
0.33

Te
6

seems to be related to
that of CsUTe

6
(20). The latter features double [UTe

6
]~

columns linked with ditelluride fragments. However, each
column contains one in"nite zig-zag Te chain very similar
to what is observed in RbUSb

0.33
Te

6
.

A close inspection of the di!raction properties of
RbUSb

0.33
Te

6
in fact reveals weak superstructure re#ec-

tions associated with a periodic modulation of the structure
in real space (17b). Fortunately, we were able to measure
enough satellite re#ections to elucidate the important fea-
tures of the structural modulation.

SUPERSTRUCTURE

The unit cell for the superstructure becomes rhombohed-
ral and is nine times larger than that of the ideal structure
which is indicated with dashed lines for comparison (see
Fig. 2A). The superstructure is caused by a periodic modula-
tion of Te}Te distances in the zig-zag chains. The almost
equal Te}Te distances in the in"nite chains now condense
into dimers, trimers, and pentamers (Fig. 2B). All three chains
around each uranium column present the same modulation
pattern. The Te}Te distances within these oligomers are
shorter ((3.07 As ) than the Te}Te distances between them
('3.13 As ). However, the distances in these oligomers are
still somewhat longer than normal Te}Te bonds suggesting
substantial interoligomer interactions. The charge of these
fragments can be formally assigned as (Te

2
)2~, (Te

3
)2~, and

(Te
5
)6~ based on simple VSEPR theory.

The modulation pattern in the Te chains of
RbUSb

0.33
Te

6
is unique, as we are not aware of similar 1D

Te distortions in the literature. Undistorted the chains have
a negative charge (Te

6
)6~, which would have to be de-

localized along the entire chain. To lower the energy of such
a system the chain distorts by modulating the Te}Te distan-
ces. Such distortion can be easily understood as a rendition
of the one-dimensional Peierls distortion, which results in
a lowering of the "lled orbital (HOMO) energy levels and
opening a HOMO-LUMO gap (21). No such modulation in
the zig-zag Te chains was reported in CsUTe

6
(20).

The re"nement of the superstructure also provides a bet-
ter picture of the cationic arrangement in the channels as
well. We observe two types of channels with di!erent ar-
rangement of Rb and Sb atoms. In channel type-I, the Sb
atoms are ordered appearing as two independent Sb atoms,
each with occupancy of 50% (see Fig. 3A). The Rb(1) and
Rb(2) positions are resolved into two unique sites. The
positional disorder of the Rb sites is forced by the partial
occupancy of the Sb atoms, as the Rb atom attempts to
adjust its position depending on whether Sb is present or
not. Between Rb(2) and Rb(1) along the channel, there exists
a Sb &&vacancy'' compared with the Sb array in the substruc-
ture. Therefore, the average Sb occupancy in channel I is
33% [1

3
M50% (Sb1)#48% (Sb2)#0% (for the vacancy)N].

In channel II, there exist three independent Sb atoms, all
of which are disordered over two sites. The three indepen-
dent Rb atoms between these disordered Sb sites are also
disordered due to the partial occupancy in the disordered
Sb sites (see Fig. 3B). For example for 66% of the time when
both Sb(3) and Sb(4) are absent, the Rb(4) position is
occupied. For 18% of time when Sb(3) is present, Rb(4)
moves down to the position of Rb (4A) to achieve an opti-
mum Rb}Sb distance of 3.88(7) As . For 15% of the time
when Sb(4) is present, Rb(4) is pushed up to the Rb(4@ )
position and the distance between Sb(4) and Rb(4@ ) becomes
3.94(7) As . The average occupancy of Sb in the channel II is
again&33% [18% (Sb3)#15% (Sb4)] (22).

The presence of a HOMO-LUMO gap is supported the
charge transport properties of RbUSb

0.33
Te

6
. The material

is a narrow gap semiconductor. The electrical conductivity
of single crystal samples at room temperature is only
&40 S/cm. This value is consistent with a semiconductor
yet it is high enough to suggest substantial carrier delocal-
ization along the structure. The conductivity increases with
increasing temperature, indicating classical thermally ac-
tivated, semiconducting behavior (see Fig. 3C) (23). The
activation energy for charge transport is&0.05 eV as cal-
culated from the data of Fig. 3C. The thermopower is very
large at room temperature with a Seebeck coe$cient of
&#210 lV/K, and exhibits very weak temperature de-
pendence (see Fig. 3D). The positive sign indicates that the
material is a p-type semiconductor. The holes are most
likely based on Te orbitals. The magnetic susceptibility
follows Curie}Weiss behavior between 20 and 300K with
k
%&&
"3.04, B.M. and h"!6.3K. The magnetic moment

suggests 5 f 2 electron con"guration and U4`.
The zig-zag Te chains in RbUSb

0.33
Te

6
present a unique

type of modulation in the Te}Te distances that causes a
nine-fold superstructure (a

461%3
"J3a

46"
, b

461%3
"J3b

46"
,

c
461%3

"3c
46"

). The conformation of these chains is di!erent
from the more familiar helical chains found in elemental Te
(24), CuTeX (25), and CuTe

2
X (26) (X"Cl, Br, I) or the

zig-zag chains of ZrTe
5

(27), or the straight chains in CuTe
(28) As far as we know these systems do not present any type
of modulation.

EXPERIMENTAL

RbUSb
0.33

Te
6
: The compound was synthesized from

a mixture of 0.1194 g (0.4 mmol) Rb
2
Te, 0.0952 g (0.4 mmol)



FIG. 2. (A) The superstructure of RbUSb
0.33

Te
6

as viewed down the c axis. The unit cell of the substructure is shown in dashed lines for comparison;
(B) the periodic modulations in the Te chains resulting in dimers, trimers, and pentamers.
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U, 0.0244 g (0.2 mmol) Sb, and 0.2552 g (2.0 mmol) Te. The
reagents were thoroughly mixed, sealed in an evacuated
silica ampoule, and heated at 7203C for 5 days (cooling
23C/h). Pure black needle-like crystals of RbUSb
0.33

Te
6

were obtained after removing the #ux with dimethylfor-
mamide and water (yield&80% based on U). The crystals



FIG. 3. The arrangements of Sb and Rb atoms along the c axis of the superstructure (A) channel type-I and (B) channel type-II. When Sb(1) is absent,
Rb can be stabilized in its ideal Rb(1) site. When Sb(1) is present, the distance between Rb(1) and Sb(1) gets too close (2.66(2) As ) and Rb(1) must move
1.03(2) As along c toward the Rb(1@) position to allow enough space for Sb(1). The distance between Rb(1@) and Sb(1) then becomes a reasonable 3.69(2) As .
The situation for Sb(2), Rb(2), and Rb(2@) is similar. Only the position of Rb(3), which is 5.2 As away from both Sb(1) and Sb(2), is not a!ected by the
presence of Sb atoms and is fully occupied in a single position without disorder. (C) log p vs 1/¹ plot of the electrical conductivity for a crystal of
RbUSb

0.33
Te

6
. The nearly linear dependence suggests a classical semiconductor with an activation energy gap. Part (D) represents the thermopower data

for a single crystal of RbUSb
0.33

Te
6
.

MODULATIONS IN CHAINS OF RbUSb
0.33

Te
6
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are air and water stable and do not melt under 10003C. The
presence of Sb was veri"ed with energy dispersive spectro-
scopic microprobe analysis. The Raman spectrum of
RbUSb

0.33
Te

6
shows shifts at 142, 125, 94, and 90 cm~1,

respectively.
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